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Description 

1. Title of the Invention 

SHADING CORRECTING APPARATUS FOR AN ELECTRONIC 
CAMERA FOR AN ENDOSCOPE 

2. Claims 

(1) A shading correcting apparatus for an electronic camera for an endoscope, 
comprising: 

an electronic camera that is mounted on any of a plurality of types of endoscope 
and that converts a video image that has been captured by the endoscope into a video 
image signal; 

a correction signal generating means that generates a shading correction signal 
that is determined according to the type of the endoscope on which the electronic 
camera has been mounted; and 

a shading correcting means that carries out shading correction on a video image 
signal based on the shading correction signal. 



(2) A shading correcting apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in being 
used in combination with a specific type of light source apparatus in an endoscope on 
which an electronic camera has been mounted, and the correction signal generating 
means generates a shading correction signal that corresponds to the type of this light 
source apparatus. 

(3) A shading correcting apparatus according to claim 2, characterized in that the 
light source apparatus generates an aperture signal that corresponds to the amount of 
light that passes through the aperture and impinges on the endoscope, and the correction 
signal generating means generates a shading correction signal that corresponds to this 
diaphragm signal, 

(4) A shading correcting apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 3, 
characterized in that the endoscope generates a distance signal that corresponds to the 
distance between the endoscope distal end portion and an object, and the correction 
signal generating means generates a shading correction signal that corresponds to this 
distance signal. 
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